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COLLOQUIUM




OratoryPRIVATE 

Dr. Sarah Bertekap          Fall 2026

Office: Elliott B007B                           
E-mail: jsmarsh@bsu.edu
Office Hours during weeks 1-2:
                            
Mon/Wed 2pm-3pm
Tu: 1pm-3pm

Th: 2pm-4pm

Fri: 10am-12pm 
OFFICE HOURS AND CONTACTING ME
My office hours will shift slightly after week 2 of classes (once we figure out the Writing Center schedule). I will notify you of those changes. If any of the times I have available don’t work for you, email me! We can find another time to meet.

I will always get back to you within 24 hours of you sending me an email. If I haven’t gotten back to you and 24 hours has passed (which can occasionally happen), don’t hesitate to double-email me reminding me of your original question (I won’t think it is rude at all!). If you email me after 6pm it is likely I won’t answer until the following morning. I also tend to be slower on weekends, but I typically check my email Sunday evenings. 
ORATORY SECTION DESCRIPTION 

The goal of this section of the Colloquium course is to give you the chance to practice the types of class presentations you’ll be asked to do in Academy classes across the disciplines. We’ll go over skills like slide design, formatting your notes for oral delivery, and body language during public speaking. You’ll also have the chance to receive feedback on your presentation skills from peers. The topics for each speech are designed to give you the space to talk about something you are passionate about. Overall, the goal is for you to leave the Oratory section of Colloquium with increased confidence and go-to strategies for succeeding at any presentation you do in the future. 
READINGS & ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
There is no textbook for this section of the course. All work outside of class will be connected to creating the presentations you’ll be workshopping and practicing in class. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to check in with me about what you missed, either over email or during office hours. Friday afternoons will be reserved for make-up assignments due to excused absences (see grading/attendance policy in the general Colloquium syllabus).
	Day 1 
	Welcome! + Syllabus overview 

Dos and don’ts of slide design 

Overview of first mini presentation

Choosing your topic

	Day 2 
	Creating slides 
Strategies for giving presentation (script design, notes) 

	Day 3 
	Peer review of slide design
Revising slides + script & rehearsal 

	Day 4 
	First run at presentation in small groups + peer feedback
Submit peer feedback notes

	Day 5
	Give revised version of presentation  
Synthesize what you learned about preferred strategies & what works for you (submit revised slides + in-class synthesis writing for grading) 

	Day 6
	Overview of final presentation prompt + working on final presentation 
Drawing names for presentation order & submitting topic for approval 

	Day 7 
	1st half of final class presentations 

	Day 8
	2nd half of final class presentations 


As the course progresses, it may be necessary to modify some assignments. I will give you notice on major changes. However, circumstances occasionally require minor last minute changes or additions. I will e-mail to you any such changes.

LAPTOPS/CELL PHONES: You may NOT use your phones in this class. On days where you are working on slides/presenting, you are allowed to bring your laptop/tablet. I will notify you ahead of time! Remember to adhere to the Academy’s general Wireless Device Policy. 
GRADING: 100 pts total
	Presence & participation
	Support of group members; Responsible use of tech on slide design days; Risk-taking; Preparedness 
	15 pts (updated weekly) 


	Peer review of first presentation slides
	Specificity; Engagement; Treating others how you would want to be treated; Awareness of slide design principles 
	15 pts

	Peer feedback on first presentation
	Specificity; Engagement; Treating others how you would want to be treated; Awareness of slide design principles & speaking strategies 
	15 pts

	Revised first presentation slides + in-class written reflection
	Enthusiastic revision; Application & synthesis of slide design principles & speaking strategies; Awareness & development of your own approach to public speaking 
	30 pts

	Final presentation
	Slide design; Coherence; Time restriction; Engagement with audience/body language/confidence 
	25 pts


CLASS PARTICIPATION

This class is all about doing! I’ll update your participation grade each week. Here is what I’m going to be looking at. 
· In-class support of your peers
· Responsible use of technology when working on your slides
· Willingness to take risks when practicing and performing your presentations

· Clear preparation and intentionality during your presentation
· Staying on task during class (not talking about other things/distracting others)
This class is a space to practice and build your presentation skills rather than produce fully polished, flawless presentations on the first try. I am looking for growth and effort to be a more confident public speaker than when you started the class, as well as your practical application of the skills, tips, and concepts that you learn along the way. 
OTHER POLICIES
Remember that this syllabus applies only to the Oratory section. You have received the full course syllabus for Colloquium, and that contains the full list of course policies, including things like attendance, makeup, AI, Academy, and Ball State University policies.
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