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FALL 2026 SYLLABUS
Overall Course[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  This is the syllabus for the overall colloquium course. Each individual instructor will have an additional syllabus that details any policies and procedures specific to their individual act (Drama, Movement, Oratory, Salon). ] 



Course Description
Colloquium is a longstanding and distinctive feature of an Indiana Academy education. A mandatory class for all entering students in their first Fall semester, the Colloquium is an essential introduction to their personal development at the Indiana Academy and the expectations of intellectual exploration, which include learning to formulate thoughtful inquiry, to connect and challenge ideas or concepts, and to think critically, analytically, and philosophically. Through this shared experience, students gain confidence and become more effective thinkers and communicators, growing both as individuals and as a community through activities of persistent questioning, rational discussion, and reasoned argumentation. Active class participation is essential, so the colloquium experience includes out-of-the classroom activities, such as events and opportunities on the Ball State University campus. 
Colloquium is a team-taught course of four separate month-long acts, each led by a different instructor. Students rotate between all four of these acts over the course of the semester, so as to learn information from a variety of sources via different teaching approaches and to assist students in developing different aptitudes. These four modules are:

1) Salon: An introduction to the skills and discipline of reading and small-group discussion. 
2) Oratory: An introduction to public speaking and persuasive argument.
3) Drama: An introduction to acting and performance as communication skills. 
4) Movement: An introduction to non-verbal communication and building physical confidence. 


Grading Scale
A 100-94; A- 93-90; B+ 89-87; B 86-84; B- 83-80; C+ 79-77; C 76-74; C- 73-70; D 69 and below. 

Grading 
Final semester grades will be determined as a percentage out of 500+ total points, distributed between the five components of the overall class experience. Individual instructors will share information regarding the assignments, expectations, and grading policies for their particular portion of the class. 
	Components                          	Points		Instructor 
	     Drama 			      100			         Marsh
                 Movement			      100			         Arnold 
	     Oratory			      100			         Bertekap
                 Salon			      100			         Lobo or Myers
	     Exploration			      100		          Any of the above, as available

Exploration 	    
A key goal of Colloquium is to introduce students to the rich variety of extracurricular cultural and intellectual opportunities available at the Indiana Academy and at Ball State. Students are therefore expected to select and attend faculty-approved events over the course of the semester, including, occasionally, in the evenings and on the weekends. Students are not required to attend any one particular event, but are expected to pay attention carefully to upcoming events listed on the course Canvas page and how many points these events are worth. Students should select events that most interest them and that best match their own academic and personal schedules. 

A colloquium faculty member will be present at every event. In order to document their presence, students will have to sign an attendance sheet both before and after each event. For each event attended, students will receive a certain number of points toward the Exploration component of their final semester grade. Students who attend events totaling more than 100 points can earn up to 10 points of extra credit.

Students will receive a preapproved list of events shortly after the beginning of the semester. 

Course Schedule (red bolded days begin a new act, so make sure to change acts)
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	September 2026 
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	November 2026  

	Sun
	
	Mon
	
	Tue
	
	Wed
	
	Thu
	
	Fri
	
	Sat

	1
	
	2
Day 6,
Act 3
	
	3
	
	4
Day 7,
Act 3
	
	5
	
	6
	
	7


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	9
Day 8,
Act 3
	
	10
	
	11
Day 1,
Act 4
	
	12
	
	13
	
	14

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	16
Day 2,
Act 4
	
	17
	
	18
Day 3,
Act 4
	
	19
	
	20
	
	21

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	23
Day 4,
Act 4
	
	24
	
	25
T-giving no class
	
	26
	
	27
T-giving no class
	
	28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29
	
	30
Day 5,
Act 4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
December 2026 

	Sun
	
	Mon
	
	Tue
	
	Wed
	
	Thu
	
	Fri
	
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	1
	
	2
Day 6,
Act 4
	
	3
	
	4
	
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	7
Day 7,
Act 4 
	
	8
	
	9
Day 8,
Act 4
	
	10
	
	11
	
	12

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	14
FINALS
	
	15
WEEK
	
	16
ALL 
	
	17
COHORT 
	
	18
MEET
	
	19

	
	
	
	
	EXACT 
	
	DAY 
	
	WILL BE
	
	SCHEDULED
	
	






Attendance Policy 

Attendance Policy 
Attendance is mandatory. Students may receive excused absences at the professional discretion of the school nurse, the associate director of mental health services, the associate director of college counseling and student engagement, the director of academic affairs, and the executive director of the Indiana Academy. Unexcused absences occur when students miss class without prior approval from the aforementioned designated school officials. Continued absences (both excused and unexcused) from Academy classes increase the likelihood of unsuccessful completion. 
Alongside steady attendance, students are expected to maintain consistent healthy habits of decorum, respect, and kindness towards their classmates, instructors, and teaching assistants. When students fail to meet these classroom behavioral standards and academic habits, it is the expectation faculty engage appropriately to bring quick and immediate resolution. When students consistently fail to meet these behavioral standards and academic habits in the classroom, administrative action will be taken involving, but not limited to, parent/guardian communication, removal of privileges, administrative withdrawal from the classroom, suspension, and expulsion. 
Colloquium Attendance Particulars: 
Each Act has only 8 classes. Since these classes are very active and participatory, they are not easily replicated in a make-up assignment. If a student misses 3 classes in one act, they are missing over one third of material and experiences of that act. Therefore, this course has a specifically tailored attendance policy:  
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES
There are absolutely no make ups for unexcused absences.
· Each unexcused absence within an act will result in a loss of 10 points from the student’s 100 points for the specific act in which unexcused absences occur.
· For example: two unexcused absences in “drama” means that an 80/100 is the maximum a student could potentially achieve in the act of “drama.” Four unexcused absences in “oratory” means that the maximum a student could potentially achieve in “oratory” is a 60/100, and so on, following the same equation for each specific act. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES
· Students are permitted to make up only excused absences per act.
· Because of the participatory nature of colloquium, there are two components to a student making up an excused absence: 
Component #1: Students must make up the participatory exercise that they missed in class during a Friday colloquium class of the same week, or on the Friday that they return to classes. Meaning that: 
	A) The student will have to attend a colloquium class on a Friday, thus 	forfeiting their free hour on Friday. If they do not attend the first 	available Friday colloquium class, the chance for a make-up has passed 	and the student will lose the 10 points as if the absence had been 	unexcused. 
	B) The student will have to give their performative piece during that 	Friday’s class, which will be with students from across acts and possibly 	with a different instructor. For example, if the student missed their speech 	during “oratory,” they will have to give that speech in the Friday class. 
Component #2: students will also have to complete a handwritten assignment of the instructor’s choosing. The instructor whose class they missed will determine the specifics of this writing assignment and will determine the grade for the written make-up. 

TARDINESS POLICY
Because many colloquium activities are immersive, students must be on time to fully participate. Any tardy later than 10 minutes will be marked by the colloquium instructor as an unexcused absence, with the student subject to all consequences of an unexcused absence as outlined in the above attendance policy (meaning a loss of 10 points with no possibility to makeup). 

IA Wireless Device Policy 
Per Indiana Code 20-26-5-40.7, each school corporation must adopt and implement a wireless communication device policy that:
· Prohibits a student from using a wireless communication device unless directed by the classroom teacher for educational purposes only. 
If required for participation in classroom instruction, a teacher may direct students to use only laptops or tablets. Cellphones, gaming devices, and smartwatches may not be used and must always be stored in a residential room, locker, backpack, or cellphone holders in the classroom. Students are prohibited from using any wireless communication device in the hallways, bathrooms, and all other locations inside the instructional building unless directly instructed to by a teacher. Students violating this policy may have their phone taken by a Burris or Indiana Academy school official for the remainder of the day. Phones can be picked up from the school office at the end of the instructional day. Repeated violations of this policy will result in further consequences as outlined in the Student Handbook. This policy does not apply to the residential hall (Wagoner/Elliott) except when a teacher temporarily holds a class session in a location other than the Burris Laboratory building. This policy does not apply to Ball State University courses or other Ball State University buildings.
Humanities Division Statement on AI
The Humanities Division recognizes that artificial intelligence (AI) provides some exciting new tools for academic work. However, AI also poses significant dangers for academic integrity. Passing off as your own any research, words, or ideas that you did not create is plagiarism. That is always the case whether the source is print, internet content, or generated by AI. It is vital to read the policies that your individual humanities instructors have regarding AI, and ask them any questions you may have about the use of AI in their course. For the case of colloquium, you should defer to the policies regarding AI usage that are outlined in the syllabus of each act’s instructor. 

Humanities Division Content Warning Statement 
As with many classes, lectures, readings, and discussions will include a variety of topics, some of which may be triggering, emotionally distressing, and difficult for some students. Engaging with and communicating about a variety of subject matters is essential to this course. Sometimes the language and word choices used by people in the past may be insensitive or politically incorrect today. Nevertheless, a major goal of humanities courses, and the colloquium in general, is to communicate an understanding of issues within their own time and context. If a reading, image, or discussion is truly troubling to anyone, please do not hesitate to talk to your instructor. In some circumstances, an alternative reading can be assigned.
 
Ball State University Beneficence Pledge 
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains outstanding faculty, staff, and students. Ball State is committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the varied experiences and worldviews of the people whom we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. As a reflection of Ball State’s commitment to respect, civil discourse, and the Beneficence Pledge, inclusiveness at the Indiana Academy emerges as one of the priorities of our living and learning community. We strive to exist together respectfully and compassionately, creating an environment where every member can thrive.
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