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Introduction to Literary Studies
Fall 2026

	Instructor: Dr. Sarah Bertekap
	Classroom: Burris 116

	Email: sarah.bertekap@bsu.edu
	Class meeting time: Tu/Th 
Section 5-7: 10am-11:15am
Section 8-10: 11:30am-12:45pm

	Office: Elliott B007B
	Office hours during weeks 1-2:*
M/W: 2pm-4pm
Tu: 2pm-3pm
Th: 1pm-2pm
Fri: 10am-12pm
*If these hours don’t work for you, email me! We’ll find a time to meet. 

Hours will shift after week 2 due to the new Writing Center schedule. I will alert you to those changes once they are made!


 
This course invites students to explore literature as dynamic, interesting, and worthy of serious consideration. Students will read poems, short stories, novels, plays, essays, and literary criticism to discover how meaning is created through language, form, genre, and historical and cultural context. Class discussions will focus on specifics of a text, asking compelling questions, and testing different interpretations rather than searching for a single “right” answer. Students will practice close reading, creative and analytical writing, and collaborative discussion while exploring how literature reflects, challenges, and informs cultural values. The course is designed to be an engaging introduction to literary study that builds confidence, curiosity, and the writing and communication skills needed for more advanced English courses and a pursuit of higher education.

Learning Objectives
By the conclusion of this course, you should be able to: 
· Confidently engage with global literary works spanning a range of genres (short story, novel, drama, novella, poetry, film) and dating from the classical era to our current historical moment. 
· Adopt your own approach to critical reading and annotation through analyzing the major themes, forms, and contexts of literary texts.
· Apply an understanding of the historical and cultural contexts behind literary texts to your critical interpretation of them.   
· Identify and describe literary devices and the elements of fiction as they appear in course texts.
· Support your critical interpretations of literary texts with well-organized, evidence-based close reading analysis (spoken and in writing).   
· Empathetically engage with ideas that may counter or challenge your own interpretation of the texts we read together.
· Participate in small and large group critical discussions and build classroom community.
· Use creative and analytical methods of composition to highlight and represent your original readings of our course texts.
· Describe your own taste in literature (what you like and don't like to read!).

Required Readings 
All texts will be provided by the Indiana Academy. We’ll be using Literary Studies: A Norton Guide (2020) by M.A.R. Habib as our textbook to help navigate the following units:

1. Poetry: an assortment of villanelles, sonnets, ballads, stanzas, elegies, and open forms
2. Drama: Death of a Salesman, Medea, Hamlet 
3. Short stories/novellas: “The Yellow Wallpaper,” Carmilla, “The Snows of Kilimanjaro,” “Death Constant Beyond Love,” “TV People,” The Metamorphosis
4. The Novel: Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf 

The reading schedule and page breakdowns for each class day’s readings will always be available on our class Canvas page. If there is ever a change to the reading schedule, I’ll let you know in class and on the reading schedule. If you are ever unsure of what you should be reading for your next class, don’t hesitate to ask a friend, email me, or stop by my office hours to clarify! 

You MUST bring the texts we are reading to class with you each day! Failure to do so will negatively impact your class participation score (see below). 

Course Components & Assignments
The due dates for your writing projects are below. I will always update you of any schedule changes with plenty of notice.

	Class participation (see descriptions of class participation grading below)
	10%

	In-class literary device presentation

	15%

	Midterm concept map project
· Includes a rough draft, revision, and in-class written process note
	25%

	Weekly reading annotations, reflections, and quizzes
	20%


	Final project
· Includes a rough draft, revision, and process note written during finals
	30% 



Grading Scale & Policies
	A: 94-100%
	C+: 77-79%

	A-: 90-93%
	C: 74-76%

	B+: 87-89%
	C-: 70-73%

	B: 84-86%
	D*: 69% or below

	B-: 80-83%
	



Grading of class participation
Engagement in our course means being a good citizen in our classroom. You prepare for class by reading thoroughly, respectfully participate in small group activities, and make a solid effort to have your voice heard in full-group discussions. 

· A-level participation: consistently raising hand to answer questions and participate in class discussions; thoughtfully building off of the observations and insights made by other class members; staying on task and active during small group activities; volunteering occasionally to read aloud from course texts; using technology responsibly and productively when asked to complete class-related research activities; taking full advantage of in-class workshops and peer reviews by being an active, respectful, and helpful reviewer of your partner’s work; consistently bringing required class text to class.

· B-level participation: raising hand to answer questions and participate in class discussion only occasionally; staying mostly on task during small group activities (with the occasional distraction); volunteering occasionally to read aloud from course texts; using technology responsibly and productively when asked to complete class-related research activities; making an average effort to be helpful to your partner during in-class workshops and peer reviews by giving specific feedback on your partner’s work; consistently bringing required class text to class. 

· C-level participation: very rarely raising hand to answer questions and participate in class discussion; appearing repeatedly off-task during small group activities; continually allowing technology to become a distraction during class; making a below-average effort to be helpful to your partner during in-class workshops and peer reviews by giving vague/unspecific feedback on your partner’s work; making a habit of forgetting your required class text. 

Participation will be graded quarterly through a combination of student self-reflection and my observations of your class engagement. 

Weekly Annotations, In-class reflections, and Quizzes 
To make the labor of being well-prepared for class more legible to me, we will also have weekly in-class written reflections or quizzes. Reflections will always be open-note and handwritten, but you won’t typically know which day of the week we are doing them! Quizzes won’t be open-note, but you’ll know ahead of time when they are happening. These smaller assessments are meant to keep you accountable and give you real, tangible credit for the hard work that you are putting into preparing for class. 

During the written reflections, you’ll be allowed to consult the text we read for that day and your written annotations on that text. You are required to submit your handwritten annotations as a significant part of your grade on written reflections. Since I will randomly alternate the day we have our reflection, it is to your advantage to have detailed annotations for each day’s reading for you to consult. 

I’ll make a rubric detailing how I grade your reflections available to you before the first one we do!

There are no make-ups for these reflections or quizzes EXCEPT for excused absences. If you have an excused absence, contact me to schedule a make-up of your reflection or quiz. You must schedule your make-up within two weeks of your missed class.

Late Policy
Unless you have a note from our school nurse (Nikki Al Khatib), Dr. Wallpe, or Dr. Schultz, any projects or papers submitted late are subject to my late policy. I will automatically deduct 1 step of a letter grade each day your project or paper is past due (so, an A paper would automatically become an A minus, then a B plus, etc.). If your work is more than one week overdue and you still want to submit it, you must come meet with me before you submit your work.  
 
Late First Drafts 
Deadlines for first drafts are tricky since your lack of a draft will impact your ability to benefit from peer review workshops in class. Because of this, late first drafts will reduce your grade on the final draft by 1 step of a letter grade (so, an A project would automatically become an A minus). If you fail to submit a first draft at all, your grade on the final draft will be dropped two steps of a letter grade (so, an A project would become a B+). 

Just because you don’t have a draft to share in peer review does not mean that you can’t help others with their work and learn from the workshopping experience itself. You can still get participation credit for doing peer review even if you are missing your own draft or only have an incomplete draft to be reviewed.  

Revision Policy
There are no revisions or rewrites of final, submitted drafts of your writing or presentation project in this class. You are welcome to seek feedback during your drafting process from the Writing Center, our in-class peer review sessions, or by asking questions during my office hours.

Academic Dishonesty
You are responsible for the integrity of your work, and you must produce work that is
academically honest. This means that all your coursework must be your own and must be created specifically for this course. Failing to maintain the integrity of your work can have serious consequences. Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following: submitting someone else’s paper, including papers you obtain online, as your own writing; and attempting to take credit for someone else’s (or an AI’s) words or ideas without properly citing them. If you are even remotely uncertain about whether or not any part of your work is academically honest, please contact me for assistance. Also, please refer to the student handbook for additional information, especially the quoted portions below: 
 
· Plagiarism: representing as one’s own work any material obtained on the Internet (such as term papers, articles, etc.). When Internet sources are used in student work, the author, publisher and website must be identified. (See policy on Academic Dishonesty in the student handbook.)
 
· Students are prohibited from using any electronic device to capture, record, and/or transmit test, quiz, exam, or other class information or any other information in a manner constituting fraud, theft, cheating, or academic dishonesty and students are prohibited from using electronic devices to receive such information.
 
· Plagiarism or violations of procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, such as: a. Submitting an assignment purporting to be one’s original work, which has been wholly or partially created by another person; b. Presenting as one’s own work ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgment of sources; c. Submitting as new work, without the faculty member’s prior consent or knowledge, one’s own work which has been previously presented for another class elsewhere; d. Knowingly permitting one’s work to be submitted by another person as if it were the submitter’s original work; e. Cooperation with another person in academic dishonesty, either directly or indirectly, as an intermediary agent or broker; f. Knowingly destroying or altering another’s work, whether in written or digital form, computer files, artwork, or other format; g. Aiding, abetting, or attempting to commit an act or action that constitutes academic dishonesty. 
Use of AI and LLM Technology
Humanities Division Statement
The Humanities Division recognizes that artificial intelligence (AI) provides some exciting new tools for academic work. However, AI also poses significant dangers for academic integrity. Passing off as your own any research, words, or ideas which you did not create is plagiarism. That is always the case whether the source is print, internet content, or generated by AI. It is vital to read the policies your individual humanities instructors have regarding AI, and ask them any questions you may have about the use of AI in their course.

Instructor Statement
The purpose of this course is to deepen the skills, habits, and knowledge that AI chatbots offer convenient shortcuts through. In the process of generating writing for you, AI typically erases character and identity from the voice of your writing and pulls from uncredited, uncompensated sources of information. It also frequently offers incorrect, unsubstantiated information. Under no circumstances should you use AI this semester to create writing OR generate ideas that you claim as your own. If you have any questions about this, I am happy to chat with you about what I mean and what my expectations are.


Classroom Policies
Attendance
Attendance is mandatory. Students may receive excused absences at the professional discretion of the school nurse, the associate director of mental health services, the associate director of college counseling and student engagement, the director of academic affairs, and the executive director of the Indiana Academy. Unexcused absences occur when students miss class without prior approval from the aforementioned designated school officials. Continued absences (both excused and unexcused) from Academy classes increase the likelihood of unsuccessful completion. 
Alongside steady attendance, students are expected to maintain consistent healthy habits of decorum, respect, and kindness towards their classmates, instructors, and teaching assistants. When students fail to meet these classroom behavioral standards and academic habits, it is the expectation faculty engage appropriately to bring quick and immediate resolution. When students consistently fail to meet these behavioral standards and academic habits in the classroom, administrative action will be taken involving, but not limited to, parent/guardian communication, removal of privileges, administrative withdrawal from the classroom, suspension, and expulsion.
Persistent tardies and/or unexcused absences will adversely affect your semester grade. For every 6 tardies or 3 unexcused absences, your semester grade will be docked 5%. 


Wireless Device Policy
Per Indiana Code 20-26-5-40.7, each school corporation must adopt and implement a wireless communication device policy that:
· Prohibits a student from using a wireless communication device unless directed by the classroom teacher for educational purposes only. 
If required for participation in classroom instruction, a teacher may direct students to use only laptops or tablets. Cellphones, gaming devices, and smartwatches may not be used and must always be stored in a residential room, locker, backpack, or cellphone holders in the classroom. Students are prohibited from using any wireless communication device in the hallways, bathrooms, and all other locations inside the instructional building unless directly instructed to by a teacher. Students violating this policy may have their phone taken by a Burris or Indiana Academy school official for the remainder of the day. Phones can be picked up from the school office at the end of the instructional day. Repeated violations of this policy will result in further consequences as outlined in the Student Handbook. This policy does not apply to the residential hall (Wagoner/Elliott) except when a teacher temporarily holds a class session in a location other than the Burris Laboratory building. This policy does not apply to Ball State University courses or other Ball State University buildings.

Ball State University Beneficence Pledge
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains outstanding faculty, staff, and students. Ball State is committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the varied experiences and worldviews of the people whom we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. As a reflection of Ball State’s commitment to respect, civil discourse, and the Beneficence Pledge, inclusiveness at the Indiana Academy emerges as one of the priorities of our living and learning community. We strive to exist together respectfully and compassionately, creating an environment where every member can thrive.

Mutual Respect & Classroom Environment
Throughout the semester, we will read texts that introduce complex, diverse, and sometimes controversial subjects. I want this class to be a space in which we all feel safe and comfortable to share our thoughts, ideas, and opinions. Each of you should regularly remind yourself that your thoughts and ideas are important and valuable. We must consider that each one of us comes into the classroom with our own histories, experiences, identities, values, etc. and each one of us deserves respect, care, and thoughtfulness in listening and communicating our ideas in a shared space. I will never ask you to change your mind, but I will expect your mind to remain open in this course. I will also issue warnings before we discuss sensitive topics. If you have any reason why our class material for that day may not be a good fit for you, please let me know so I can help connect you with the support you need.  

Alternative Texts Note
Important literature is often about the deepest and most difficult struggles of humans to live authentically in a complex world. Through the thoughts and experiences of literary characters, we can examine and evaluate our personal responses to life’s mysteries, complexities, disappointments, and joys. In addition, we begin to understand how a writer, in his or her own struggle to experience creatively, has responded to the social, political, and artistic environment of their times. The English Department at the Academy selects reading material that reflects these human struggles, has endured the test of time, and has earned a respected place in the universe of letters. The instructors will often include recently published poems, stories, and articles that reflect the diversity of contemporary cultures and experiences. If, because of the powerful nature of the reading experience, you are unable to read and study a specific text with reasonable analytic objectivity, please confer with your instructor. Alternative texts are available.
Email
I will always get back to you within 24 hours of you sending me an email. If I haven’t gotten back to you and 24 hours has passed (which can occasionally happen), don’t hesitate to double-email me reminding me of your original question (I won’t think it is rude at all!). If you email me after 6pm it is likely I won’t answer until the following morning. I also tend to be slower on weekends, but I typically check my email Sunday evenings.


	
	
	



