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COLLOQUIUM




SalonPRIVATE 

Dr. Joshua Myers          Fall 2026

Office: Elliot Commons, B009H          
E-mail: jsmarsh@bsu.edu
Office Hours: M 11a.m.-12 Noon & 1:30-4 p.m.; T 9-10 & 11:30-1 p.m.; TH 9-10 & 11:30-12:30 p.m.
And by appointment. 
                            
OFFICE HOURS AND CONTACTING ME
You can stop by my office anytime to see me. I will almost always be there during my office hours listed above, and you may find me there at other times as well. If you can’t come during my office hours, we can set an appointment for another time. Outside of my office hours, please feel free to email me (jmyers3@bsu.edu) at any time. Of course, if it is past six in the evening, you may not get an answer until the next day. 
If at any time you have questions, comments, problems, or suggestions please talk to me. If you are having difficulty in the course, don't wait. There are things we can discuss to help you. Most students will find themselves struggling occasionally in some classes, and it’s not a weakness to ask for help. On the contrary, it shows wisdom and determination.

Along those lines of getting to know you, and since I’ll have over 100 new students cycling through this course, I am requesting that you please wear your class lanyards with your name tag easily visible whenever you are in this class. That will also help you get to know each other’s names. The other Colloquium instructors have the same policy. 
SALON SECTION DESCRIPTION 

The goal of this section of Colloquium is to embody the literary salons of previous eras, sites where creative thinkers, academics, scientists, and artists of all types would meet to discuss and exchange ideas and philosophies. Our Salon section of colloquium is essentially designed to be a public forum for discussion. To anchor our discussions, though, and to spur an open exchange of voices, we will read specific works (short stories and essays) that prompt our consideration about how individuals function in regard to a variety of issues. 
Additionally, to help prepare you for sections of colloquium that you will have later – or to reinforce sections of colloquium that you have already had – we will focus on strengthening your public speaking skills through active reading. To that end, classes will involve a variety of oral in-class reading exercises and activities, as well as interpretative conversation. The ability to respectfully articulate discourse about cultural and social issues is essential for democracy and essential to the skills you will need for public speaking, presenting, and effectively communicating, both in your future academic life and for your future careers, no matter what path you may take. 
LAPTOPS/CELL PHONES: You may NOT use your laptop, phones, or any other devices in this class. It would be best not to bring them at all. We are all going to be speaking in this class, and no one should feel nervous about being recorded or being on display beyond the participation in the classroom. Remember you must adhere to the overall Academy policy regarding electronic devices, which is listed on the overall syllabus for the entire colloquium course. 
CLASS ATMOSPHERE: Just as in the professional world, an atmosphere of mutual respect and appropriate behavior will be expected at all times. That includes active and respectful participation. Please communicate any concerns with me. I am personally committed to doing everything I can to see that every student has the best possible experience in my course. Thus, if I make a mistake on a name or a pronoun, please correct me. If there is something that is said in class, by me or another student, which bothers you or gives you concern, please talk to me. In our course, as in society at large, we can best address our problems and concerns with open communication. In addition to communicating orally, you will also engage in some writing in this class, so be sure to always have something to write with and write on. 
CLASS PARTICIPATION

Are you making a genuine effort at what you are asked to do? Are you listening and awake? Are you speaking? Are you actively reading and actively engaging in our activities? Any absences? How well do you collaborate with your fellow students? How supportive are you of your fellow students?
The above questions are all things that I will consider as I tally your participation grade. If I feel you have not participated adequately to those ends, you will lose participation points. This means that you must not be disengaged from the class – sitting silently most of the time, and contributing only the barest minimum to conversations will be noted and considered when determining the participation grade.

That being said, keep in mind that the following things will definitely and always cost you points: usage of electronic devices, sleeping/nodding off, not participating in activities, general disengagement from peers and/or unwillingness to speak and participate, and lastly, rude or disrespectful behaviors, including but not limited to: rolling eyes at others, deliberately interrupting others, correcting others’ pronunciations, general impoliteness or unkindness. 
I fully understand that for many of you, speaking in front of people is not your favorite thing – in fact it may be flat out terrifying. That’s okay. But just because something makes you really nervous, that doesn’t mean there is no value to that thing – and there is a lot of essential value to speaking and communication. The colloquium is designed to give you practice and help you develop some techniques, so that you can build your skills and your confidence with public speaking because you will have to communicate in many and multiple ways throughout your time here at the Indiana Academy and throughout your entire life. 
As a professional, you are going to need to speak in meetings, small groups, and sometimes even large groups. You are going to need to convince people of things, and in fact you probably do convincing on a daily basis already without giving it much thought. For example, when you order food, when you talk to neighbors, when you play video games online with others – the list of potential examples is endless. If you’re going to succeed, or even be able to function in any professional aspect: college, careers, etc., you are also going to need to be able to imagine things from other’s perspectives and points of view, to have empathy and consideration for others, and to put yourself in another’s shoes, as the old saying goes. We don’t want the first time you have to speak in front of a group of people to be on your first professional job. All of the colloquium sections, including this one (Salon) are designed to help you in that regard. 
OTHER POLICIES
Remember that this syllabus applies only to the Salon section. You have received the full course syllabus for Colloquium, and that contains the full list of course policies, including things like rules for attendance, makeups, and general Academy and Ball State University policies.
GRADING FOR THIS SALON SECTION
As you know already, this Salon section will be worth a total of 100 points out of the 500 points total in the overall Colloquium course. Grading for Salon, specifically: 

Participation & Engagement





50 points.  

In Class Writings/Deliverables 





50 points  

TOTAL








100 points

Please be aware that absences can be significantly detrimental to your grade – refer to the main syllabus for the overall colloquium course for the attendance policy. 
READINGS SCHEDULE FOR SALON 

There is no textbook for this section of the course. All the readings will be handed out in class. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to see that you acquire any assigned readings which were handed out. See the attendance policy on the main syllabus for further information. 

I have listed below the reading assignments for the 8 classes you have with me. Again, these readings will be distributed in class, read in class, and responded to in class. Primarily our discussion of these readings will be oral, but there will also be occasional in-class written components as well. 
Day 1 “Girl” by Jamacia Kincaid 

Day 2 “Let it Snow” by David Sedaris 

Day 3 “Sticks” by George Saunders 

Day 4 “A Visit of Charity” by Eudora Welty 

Day 5: “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry” by Walt Whitman 

Day 6: “Viewfinder” by Raymond Carver 

Day 7: “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” by Ursula K. LeGuin

Day 8: “Beauty” by Alice Walker 
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