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Linguistic philosophies: A Directed Study

Dr. Joshua Myers 	                                                                   Fall 2026 
Email: jmyers3@bsu.edu	                      	                    Appointed Meetings 
Office: Elliot Commons, B009H 	                       	        Office Phone: 765-285-7418                                                                  Office Hours: M 11a.m.-12 Noon & 1:30-4 p.m.; T 9-10 & 11:30-1 p.m.; TH 9-10 & 11:30-12:30 p.m.

 I am usually available additional days/times, so if you need to meet and my specific office hours do not work for you, then please let me know what times do and we can schedule an appointment.


COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This study focuses on the later works of Ludwig Wittgenstein, an Austro-British analytic philosopher who concerned himself largely with semantics, and Noam Chomsky, an American philosopher who contributed greatly to modern notions of syntax. The study will ensure completion and comprehension of these philosophers’ works as a means of giving the student a basic foundation for further academic study in linguistic-philosophical fields. Additionally, the study will assist the student in the production of written work trying Wittgenstein's theories of meaning against Chomsky's theories of language in order to determine how the former's ideas withstand scientific scrutiny; in essence, determining in what ways scholarship ought to build on and/or depart from these methodologies in future philosophical inquiry.

LEARNING OUTCOMES & GOALS
· Provide the student with a course on the topics of philosophy and linguistics, which are currently not offered at the Indiana Academy, so that the student has an introductory course to prep both his future undergraduate and graduate studies. 
· Immerse student in study of these fields, so as to guide focused research in regards to their overlap and intersection. 
· Familiarize the student with basics of academic publishing, in the hopes that the work done during this study could potentially and eventually lead to a scholarly publication.
· Enhance the student’s ability to articulate advanced, abstract ideas through both oral and written expression. 

MEETING SCHEDULE: We plan to meet every Monday at 5 p.m. throughout the course of the semester. We will meet in Dr. Myers’s office in Elliot Hall. If additional meetings are needed, we will schedule a day and time that fits both our schedules. Additionally, we will communicate via email and on Canvas throughout the course of the semester.
REQUIRED TEXTS & SUPPLIES 
	The following books by Ludwig Wittgenstein:
· Philosophical Investigations
· The Blue and Brown Books (usu. Published together)
· On Certainty
· Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus
The following books by Noam Chomsky
· The Minimalist Program
· Syntactic Structures
· Language and Mind (pdf)
· Structures and Beyond (pdf)
	   Russell: The Philosophy of Logical Atomism


ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
					
Participation 50% 
 This entails following the schedule, attending meetings regularly, being prepared, actively conversing about course readings/materials by articulating ideas, interpretations, questions, etc.
Notes & Materials 20% 
This entails bringing materials to the meeting that show evidence of effort, including but not limited to: hand-written notes about the readings (to show thoughts about the texts), any form of independent research agreed upon at a prior meeting, and the student can show additional material they have discovered as relates to the directed study: scholarship, a new reading, a link to an interesting webpage/source, etc.
Series of Essays 30%
These short papers will, in essence, speak to the what the student has discovered during the course of the study regarding the overlap and intersection of works from the two primary philosophers. While there is not necessarily an exact page count, there must be a substantial articulation of the conclusions that the student has reached that clearly indicate a critical intervention into the usage and application of ideas gained from our study. 

Grade Scale: A (94-100%); A – (90-93%); B+ (87-89%); B (84-86%); B – (80-83%); C+ (77-79%); C (74-76%); C – (70-73%); D (69% and below)

ATTENDANCE & ABSENCE POLICY
Attendance is mandatory. Students may receive excused absences at the professional discretion of the school nurse, the associate director of mental health services, the associate director of college counseling and student engagement, the director of academic affairs, and the executive director of the Indiana Academy. Unexcused absences occur when students miss class without prior approval from the aforementioned designated school officials. Continued absences (both excused and unexcused) from Academy classes increase the likelihood of unsuccessful completion. 

Alongside steady attendance, students are expected to maintain consistent healthy habits of decorum, respect, and kindness towards their classmates, instructors, and teaching assistants. When students fail to meet these classroom behavioral standards and academic habits, it is the expectation faculty engage appropriately to bring quick and immediate resolution. When students consistently fail to meet these behavioral standards and academic habits in the classroom, administrative action will be taken involving, but not limited to, parent/guardian communication, removal of privileges, administrative withdrawal from the classroom, suspension, and expulsion. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES POLICY: 
Per Indiana Code 20-26-5-40.7, each school corporation must adopt and implement a wireless communication device policy that:
· Prohibits a student from using a wireless communication device unless directed by the classroom teacher for educational purposes only. 
If required for participation in classroom instruction, a teacher may direct students to use only laptops or tablets. Cellphones, gaming devices, and smartwatches may not be used and must always be stored in a residential room, locker, backpack, or cellphone holders in the classroom. Students are prohibited from using any wireless communication device in the hallways, bathrooms, and all other locations inside the instructional building unless directly instructed to by a teacher. Students violating this policy may have their phone taken by a Burris or Indiana Academy school official for the remainder of the day. Phones can be picked up from the school office at the end of the instructional day. Repeated violations of this policy will result in further consequences as outlined in the Student Handbook. This policy does not apply to the residential hall (Wagoner/Elliott) except when a teacher temporarily holds a class session in a location other than the Burris Laboratory building. This policy does not apply to Ball State University courses or other Ball State University buildings.

E-MAIL POLICY
--- I check my e-mail regularly and often and so should you. 
--- My response may not be instantaneous since, like you, I have a life outside of this classroom. I will always reply as soon as possible, so please be patient. 
--- Please feel free to e-mail me anytime, but if you e-mail me after 6 p.m. you might not get a response until the next morning. 
--- Considering all of the above, you will ALWAYS get a response within 24 hours. If a full 24 hours go by, and you do not receive an emailed reply from me, then you should resend your e-mail because I did not receive it. THUS, please be aware that email mishaps are not acceptable excuses for missed work. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
You are responsible for the integrity of your work, and you must produce work that is
academically honest. This means that all your coursework must be your own and must be created specifically for this course. Failing to maintain the integrity of your work can have serious consequences. Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following: submitting someone else’s paper, including papers you obtain online, as your own writing; and, attempting to take credit for someone else’s (or an AI’s) words or ideas without properly citing them. If you are even remotely uncertain about whether or not any part of your work is academically honest, please contact me for assistance before you submit your work for grading.  Also, please refer to the student handbook for additional information, especially the quoted portions below: 

· Plagiarism: representing as one’s own work any material obtained on the Internet (such as term papers, articles, etc.). When Internet sources are used in student work, the author, publisher and website must be identified. (See policy on Academic Dishonesty in the student handbook.)

· Students are prohibited from using any electronic device to capture, record, and/or transmit test, quiz, exam, or other class information or any other information in a manner constituting fraud, theft, cheating, or academic dishonesty and students are prohibited from using electronic devices to receive such information.

· Plagiarism or violations of procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, such as: a. Submitting an assignment purporting to be one’s original work, which has been wholly or partially created by another person; b. Presenting as one’s own work ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgment of sources; c. Submitting as new work, without the faculty member’s prior consent or knowledge, one’s own work which has been previously presented for another class elsewhere; d. Knowingly permitting one’s work to be submitted by another person as if it were the submitter’s original work; e. Cooperation with another person in academic dishonesty, either directly or indirectly, as an intermediary agent or broker; f. Knowingly destroying or altering another’s work, whether in written or digital form, computer files, artwork, or other format; g. Aiding, abetting, or attempting to commit an act or action that constitutes academic dishonesty. 

AI POLICY:
 From the Humanities Division of the Academy (History, Languages, English):
· “The Humanities Division recognizes that artificial intelligence (AI) provides some exciting new tools for academic work. However, AI also poses significant dangers for academic integrity. Passing off as your own any research, words, or ideas which you did not create is plagiarism. That is always the case whether the source is print, internet content, or generated by AI. It is vital to read the policies your individual humanities instructors have regarding AI, and ask them any questions you may have about the use of AI in their course.”
·  On that note, here is my AI policy specifically for this study: 
I consider any and all usage of AI a violation of academic integrity. I have grave concerns about the way that AI is impacting our world. I am especially concerned about the impact of AI on the environment, about the impact of AI on people’s livelihoods, and about the detrimental effects of AI on the nature of intellectual, academic, and creative endeavors. 
· If I discover you have used any type of AI for work you do for this study, you will receive a 0 on the assignment and I will report you to the administration for violating academic integrity. 
· This includes, but is not limited to, AI generation of ideas/brainstorming, AI generated writing, AI organizing or attribution of sources, and using AI to revise and edit your writings. 

READING CONTENT / SUBJECT MATTER POLICY:
From the Humanities Division of the Academy (History, Languages, English):
“As with many classes, the lectures, readings, and discussions will include a range of topics that may be triggering, emotionally distressing, and difficult for some students … Literary studies seek to understand how writing communicates and expresses the experiences, thought processes, and cultures of former generations, whether for good or ill. Sometimes the language and word choices used by people in the past may be insensitive or politically incorrect today. Nevertheless, the goal of the humanities is to understand people and the past within their own context and time.” If a reading, image, or discussion is truly troubling to anyone, please do not hesitate to talk to your instructor. In most circumstances, an alternative reading or assignment can be arranged. 

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY BENIFICENCE PLEDGE
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains outstanding faculty, staff, and students. Ball State is committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the varied experiences and worldviews of the people whom we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. As a reflection of Ball State’s commitment to respect, civil discourse, and the Beneficence Pledge, inclusiveness at the Indiana Academy emerges as one of the priorities of our living and learning community. We strive to exist together respectfully and compassionately, creating an environment where every member can thrive.


If you ever have any questions or concerns about the course policies outlined on this syllabus, please reach out to your instructor: Dr. Joshua Myers jmyers3@bsu.edu 
