

Women’s Lit. 5

WOMEN’S LITERATURE – Course 05101
Fall 2023
Instructor:  Stephanie A. Nagelkirk
Elliott Basement (B007A)
(765) 285-7411
sanagelkirk@bsu.edu
OFFICE HOURS:  
Tuesday 9-11 


        
**** and by appointment****



TEXTS:
Norton Anthology of Literature by Women (NA)

The Awakening by Kate Chopin

Herland by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Nightwood by Djuna Barnes
Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison

The Color Purple by Alice Walker
Second Class Citizen by Buchi Emecheta

Children of a New World  by Assia Djebar

Ain’t I a Woman by bell hooks
*Handouts, as necessary
OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVE:
It's in the reach of my arms / The span of my hips, / The stride of my step, / The curl of my lips. / I'm a woman / Phenomenally. / Phenomenal woman, / That's me.”                           --  Maya Angelou “Phenomenal Woman”
This course is a study in the herstories of women throughout literary history with a focus on first, second, and third wave American feminism, as well as more contemporary postcolonial “difference feminist” writings authored by the likes of Assia Djebar, bell hooks, Chandra Mohanty, and Elaine Showalter.  Through interrogating texts of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, theory, and philosophy, we will seek to arrive at a new understanding of what it means to be a woman, irrespective of her relation to a man.  We will evaluate her level of agency:  her ability to think, to speak, and to act of her own volition in the face of patriarchal constraints.  As feminism as a study has evolved from concerns focused primarily on limitations imposed by a system of patriarchy to challenging white feminism as a form of insidious marginalization in and of itself, the field of women’s literature has continued to proliferate.  Questions regarding the ways in which identity, voice, autonomy, and family roles/responsibilities determine one’s sense of power will drive our semester-long investigation, and we will utilize close reading, deep thinking, clear speaking, and effective writing to communicate the ideas we generate.

The course is designed to (a) introduce you to or further your acquaintance with the works of women authors (b) help you appreciate, analyze, interpret, and discuss literature written by and about women, (c) provide opportunities to think about fundamental human questions, and (d) develop your ability to speak and write clearly and thoughtfully.  I will emphasize reading attentively, discussing freely, thinking rigorously and creatively, supporting your assertions with textual and philosophical evidence, and writing with clarity, depth, and precision. 
WHAT I EXPECT OF YOU:
I expect you to 

· Be responsible.  Come prepared to every class.  That means you’ve done the homework, you have all the required materials, and you’re ready to focus on our work and participate.

· Be accountable.  Complete all assignments, formal and informal, on time and ensure they are of the highest quality.  If you have an occasional lapse in responsibility, take ownership for your error; don’t try to make excuses or look for exemptions.
· Be respectful.  This is a big one for me.  You’ll find that I’m pretty open-minded about most things, and that you can voice just about any opinion in my class, but it must be said respectfully, you must have a point, and you must support it.

· Be honest.  Don’t lie, cheat, or steal.  You will disrupt and negatively affect the atmosphere of the whole class if you do.  That impacts everyone.

· Work hard.  Do your best, whether it’s on an individual assignment or in a group project.  Go out of your way to establish an impeccable and irreproachable work ethic.

· Participate.  I plan to make this course largely discussion-based; therefore, you need to contribute and to listen.  Too much of one or the other is equally detrimental to the class environment as a whole.

· Be alert and flexible.  The syllabus will undoubtedly change throughout the course of the semester.  Listen for changes and be consistent in noting them.

ATTENDANCE and TARDY POLICIES:
Absences and tardies will be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs.  You will be counted tardy if you arrive to class at any time after the class is scheduled to begin up to ten minutes past.  You will be counted absent if you arrive to class more than ten minutes after the class is scheduled to begin.  

It is your responsibility to find out about any work, assignments, announcements, syllabus changes, etc., that you miss due to absence or lateness.  Get information and notes from a reliable classmate, pick up handouts from my office, and contact me for any further information you need.  Your absence on the day an assignment is given is not a legitimate excuse for a late or missing assignment.  If your absence or tardiness is unexcused, you will not be allowed to make up missed work, and your grade(s), consequently, will be entered as a zero.  Also, please note that sleeping in class will be counted as an unexcused absence; your head must remain up off the desk, and your eyes must remain open at all times.  This will prevent most “interpretive” conflicts that might arise later on.

Be sure to get to me any assignment that is due on a day you must miss class, either through email, a classmate or by delivering it to my mailbox.  Assignments should be submitted by the time class is scheduled to begin.
Assignments missed for multiple, consecutive days of absence should be made up within the same number of classes missed.  (I.e. If you miss Monday and Wednesday of one week, you have Friday and Monday to complete the work, which should be submitted by class time on Monday.  It will, otherwise, be counted as late.)
LATE WORK:
All late work must be cleared with me prior to the due date without exception!  I will evaluate each request on a case by case basis, so be prepared to give compelling testimony in pleading your case.  All late work, even if approved, will be subject to a late deduction, and the day the work is originally due counts as the first day.  Once again, late work without prior approval will not be accepted.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
I take this issue very seriously.  It is extremely important that you hand in your own work and give credit for any borrowed ideas, words, or information.  If you need more detailed information on plagiarism, see me; otherwise, if you’re in doubt, cite it.  Consult me and/or A Writer’s Reference for help with this.  Conducting yourself honorably with regard to tests and other graded assignments/projects goes without saying.  Avoid a situation where we have to address this embarrassing and injurious issue.  Should an incident arise, I will deal with it according to the plan of action in the “Academic Honesty” section outlined in your Student Handbook.  Consider your actions and their consequences carefully before you act.  As an additional safeguard, the Academy faculty has been trained in the use of Safe Assign plagiarism prevention software for this school year, so you will be submitting any formal assigned papers both to me (in hard copy form) and sometimes to Canvas (electronically), which is linked to a database of student work.  
Additionally, in this new world of AI, Academy faculty are working to redesign coursework to continue to meet our academic objectives within the scope of students’ increasing ability to utilize computer-generated essays, etc. Most of the assignments for this class will be completed in class and by hand; however, when I do ask for work to be completed outside of class, it is my expectation that you will complete your work honorably and individually, unless otherwise stated. More about this later.
COMPUTER USE:
Please do not have your computer out during class unless I specifically request that you do so.  Whether or not you choose to bring it to class in your bag is your prerogative.  When we do use computers in class, I will always give you prior notification.  You must ensure they are in working order and ready for use at the beginning of class on specified days; you must employ them in academic pursuits only; you must have the sound turned off; and you must display the dock.  Uses of your computer during class time – other than those assigned – will be counted as an unexcused absence, and additional consequences may ensue.  Furthermore, do not utilize your camera or recording device without prior approval from me.  Any deviation from these guidelines can result in my taking your computer and turning it in to Dr. Olufowote.  You will then have to make an appointment with him (through his secretary) in order to retrieve it.
CELL PHONES:
Cell phones should be turned off before entering the classroom.  The professor reserves the right to confiscate any electronic device that is being utilized inappropriately during class time.  The owner will then have to meet with the Director of Academic Affairs in order to reclaim this property.
PAPERS:
· Unless completed in class or otherwise stated, all assignments are to follow the following format:

· Typed in Times New Roman 12-point font

· Double spaced

· Original title 

· Follow MLA style citing and referencing

· Printed in black ink

· Submitted at the beginning of class

You must submit a hard copy of your paper at the time it is due.  Printer/computer problems will evoke much sympathy from your professor; however, your grade will still be processed according to the late work policy outlined above.

A note about your writing:  Aside from in-class writing assignments, all written work should be thoroughly checked beforehand for grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors.  As your professor, I reserve the right to stop reading any paper if the mechanics are such that your ideas are inhibited, and I am having to mentally edit as I read for development of your thesis.  In this case, I will “red line” the paper, hand it back to you, and you will have the option to make corrections and resubmit it within one class period’s time.  Late work penalties will apply.

SCHEDULE OF DAILY READINGS / ASSIGNMENTS:
Please have each assignment thoroughly read by the date above it.  Changes I note in class take precedence over what is printed in the syllabus.
PLEASE NOTE:  

There will be various long and short term projects and assignments, as well as other formal and informal assessments (like tests and quizzes) throughout the course of the semester.  Some are listed in this syllabus; many are not.  Be sure to listen in class in order to receive these assignments as they are given so you are not stuck trying to scurry at the last minute in order to complete them by the due date.

PLEASE ALSO NOTE:

Important Literature is often about the deepest and most difficult struggles of humans to live authentically in a complex world.  Through the thoughts and experiences of literary characters, we readers can examine and evaluate our personal responses to life’s mysteries, complexities, disappointments, and joys.  In addition, we begin to understand how a writer, in his or her own struggle to express experience creatively, has responded to the social, political, and artistic environment of his / her times.  The English Department at the Academy selects reading material that reflects these human struggles, has endured the test of time, and has earned a respected place in the universe of letters.  In addition, the instructors include recently published poems, short stories, and articles that reflect the diversity of contemporary cultures and experiences.  If, because of the powerful nature of the reading experience, you are unable to read and study a specific text with reasonable analytic objectivity, please confer with your professor.  Alternative texts (of comparable length and degree of difficulty) can be made available.

GRADING:
The grading scale I w ill employ in this class is as follows:

A
93-100
B+
87
C+
77
D*
69 and below
A-
90-92
B
83
C
73




B-
80
C-
70


I grade on a point system, rather than the percentage breakdown you will encounter in many other classes.  Larger and smaller assessments will be weighted appropriately.  Class participation points will be added to your grade on most weeks (15 points possible on each week).  You need to be aware of this large “assignment” that has a significant impact on your grade.  Also, be aware that the “Class Participation” heading covers but is not necessarily limited to the following:

· Class discussion

· Answering questions clearly and thoughtfully, evidencing your preparation for class

· Generating your own ideas clearly and thoughtfully without monopolizing the discussion

· Handling difference of opinion in a civil and mature manner (i.e. not personally attacking someone who disagrees with you)

· Listening to others and responding to what they have said

· Focusing on the question at hand

· Citing textual evidence to support ideas put forth

· Attendance

· Attitude

· Making positive contributions to the class atmosphere, rather than negative ones (through your actions and other nonverbal communications)

· Contributing willingly, rather than complaining about it

· Conducting yourself in a reasonable and considerate manner at all times

· Compliance with course requirements and policies outlined in this syllabus and through the professor’s communiqués.
EVALUATION:

In addition to weekly participation points, students will earn points for the following:
· Informal and formal writing assignments (typically assigned weekly), 20-40 points each
· Small group work (20-40 points for written component, assigned occasionally)
· Informal and formal presentations to the class (approximately 25 and 50 points respectively, at least 1 each per semester)
· A midterm paper equaling approximately 100 points 

· A final paper or project equaling approximately 200 points 
· Though there may be some smaller homework assignments that accompany readings, those listed above will comprise the majority of the points for the final grade in the course.
HELP:
Take advantage of my office hours.  I’ll be around a lot, especially during the daytime hours.  I expect you to think and work independently to a large extent, but if you need help, take the initiative see me.

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. My office location and hours are listed on this document.
PAPER HEADING FOR ASSIGNMENTS:
First name     Last Name

Due Date

Title of assignment

Nagelkirk – Women’s Lit.
FREEBIES:
You are entitled to one “freebie” per semester in my class.  A “freebie” is NOT a free pass to skip an assignment.  Rather, it is a way to compensate for a moment of forgetfulness or a printer fiasco.  Here are the stipulations:

· You must be able to prove that the work has been completed on time, so you can show it to me on your computer or you can utilize a tardy and run back to your room to retrieve it.

· You may email me the assignment.  This should be done at the time the assignment is collected.

· Please inform me as soon as possible that you will be utilizing your “freebie.”  

· Once again, if you cannot show me the work was completed on time, the “freebie” status does not apply.

· If you have any questions or need clarification on what is acceptable, please ask.

DIVERSITY:
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here: https://www.bsu.edu/about/inclusive-excellence/university-plan
