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Corby Roberson
Email: cjroberson@bsu.edu
Class Meeting Time: Monday 5-7:30
Class Location: BU121
Oﬃce Hours: Monday through Friday 12PM-1PM, 3PM-4PM and by appointment
In person: BU 214
Virtual: https://bsu.zoom.us/j/2977278645?pwd=aXBldFJINkw3MXdTZjVoSHRSc05WZz09
World Literature Survey: Syllabus
Course Overview and Goals: Welcome to World Literature . We will focus our attention on
academic and rigorous reading, writing, speaking, and listening, as they relate to literature,
culture, and the humanities. We will survey the well-known writers. The goal is for you to be
able to appreciate the traditional literary canon, while also recognizing the ways in which many
voices have been marginalized. To wrap up the class, we will trace lines from the very inception
of “literature” to today’s current events through literature, art, music, journalism, and other
facets of culture. You will be expected to read critically; take copious and beneficial notes;
discuss and debate ideas; listen to learn, not respond; and then to produce your own writing
and projects to showcase your learning and acquired knowledge.
Texts: Norton World Literature Vol. A, B, and C
Norton World Masterpieces Vol. 2
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
My expectations:
• Your punctual presence is required at every class meeting. Punctuality includes having all
homework (notes, papers, or projects) finished before class begins.You should bring your
reading notes with you either electronically or on paper, and be ready to engage in class and
participate in discussion at 5PM when class begins.
• Because of the time of our class, you may bring your dinner with you if you need to do so.
We do have someone with a melon allergy, so please keep that in mind. If this becomes a
distraction, we’ll rethink the privilege.
• Always try everything with a respectful attitude. Yes, some things will be diﬃcult, but we get
better by stretching ourselves.
• Be academically honest. Plagiarism and cheating are not welcome in our learning community.
• Recognize that being a literary person is a diﬃcult task. There will be a lot of reading, writing,
speaking, and listening, and I reserve the right to be flexible. What will not make me flexible is
complaining about the amount of work you may have for this class.
• Be kind. Be respectful. Be open.
Absence and Tardies: Because we meet only once a week, your on-time attendance is
imperative. You will be counted tardy if you arrive after 5PM. If you arrive after 5:10PM, you will
be counted absent. Absence and tardies will be reported to the Oﬃce of Academic Life. If you
do need to miss a class, you are expected to turn in any assignments that were due (they
should be submitted beforehand anyway), you will be responsible for obtaining any
assignments you may have missed in class, and you are responsible for getting notes from
someone in the class.
Late Work: Late work will not be accepted. Your work should be submitted to canvas before
class starts, unless your work is a project that will be submitted in class. If you submit the work
in class, it must accompany you to class and arrive in a completed state at the beginning of the
class period. Generally, I have designed the class, so that your homework is your background
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knowledge or scaﬀolding for whatever we will discuss in class, so there is no point in turning it
in after we’ve already completed the discussion.
Technology: Technology can be a useful tool, but it can also be a detrimental bully. I allow
technology to be used in our classroom for specific educational purposes, so please bring
some form of technology with you each Monday night. I also reserve the right to tell you that
your technology is cheating you out of your education, so if I ask you to turn oﬀ your
technology, that means you’ve been barred from using it in class for the future.
Academic Dishonesty: Everything you produce as a students says something about who you
are and how you want people to perceive you as an academician. That being said, your work
for this class should be yours. As part of a learning community, you owe it yourself, your peers,
and me to be academically honest. This means making your own claims and supporting them
with evidence, which you then cite appropriately. Please refer to the “Academic Honesty”
section of your Student Handbook if you do not understand the Academy policy. Please ask
questions if there is any doubt in your mind that might be being academically dishonest.
Assignment Weights

Grading Scale:

Discussion 15%
Daily Notes 15%
Reader’s Responses 20%
Midterm Paper/Project 20%
Final Paper/Project/Presentation 30%

A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD

95 - 100
90 - 94
87 - 89
83 - 86
80 - 82
77 - 79
73 - 76
70 - 72
69 and below

Assignments (these will also be clearly posted each weak in canvas, so there will be no
confusion about what is due when):
Discussion (every Monday night) - two of the main goals of the class are speaking and listening
to learn, so each night, you will be expected to participate in a discussion with me and your
peers about the assigned texts, the key here is not to dominate the discussion or make asides
or take tangents, but the key is to listen and speak thoughtfully about the topic at hand; make
a point, support it with evidence from the text, and then listen to others’ comments
Daily Notes (posted to canvas as a PDF before class every Monday night) - part of being
prepared for discussion is taking excellent notes (digitally or on paper); remember these notes
are for you to help you during discussion, so you may use whatever style of notes you would
like to use, but they must be thorough; if I notice that your notes seem lackluster or if you’re
stumbling in discussion, I will request that we meet so I can help you with this skill
Reader’s Response (posted to canvas as a PDF by 10PM on Wednesday nights) - you will take
your own ideas, and the things you learned in our discussion on Monday night, and write a 2page response to the text; this can be an analysis, a further exploration of a topic of interest, a
comparison with another piece of literature, a global connection, a connection with something
you learned in another class, or maybe you need to clarify a thought you brought into
discussion; this is your opportunity for you to shine!
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Midterm Paper/Project - TBD; we will discuss this as we progress through the semester, but
there will be a writing component and a project component
Final Paper/Project/Presentation - TBD; we will discuss this as we progress through the
semester, but there will be a writing component, a project component, and a presentation.
There are seven of us and we have have a 2.5 hour class, so expect your presentation to be
about 15 minutes long.
BSU Diversity and Inclusion: Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and
retains a diverse faculty, staﬀ, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all
members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and
worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of
respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university
resources found at http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter. As such, it is important
to ensure that your comments and behavior in class is respectful and inclusive. Discriminatory
comments or behavior will not be tolerated and may result in disciplinary action, in accordance
with Indiana Academy and Ball State University policy.
BSU and Academy Mask Policy: The Indiana Academy will follow Ball State University’s mask
policy. Eﬀective July 1, 2020, all people on campus—including faculty, staﬀ, students, vendors,
contractors, suppliers, and visitors—should wear face masks (covering nose and mouth) while
inside campus buildings. Face masks are specifically required in the following situations:
I.

When in the presence of others (indoors or outdoors) and physical distancing is
diﬃcult to maintain, such as in hallways, elevators, stairs, public spaces, and
common areas;
II. When in a classroom or laboratory;
III. When using campus transportation (such as a shuttle bus);
IV. When multiple individuals are in a University vehicle.
Students, faculty, and staﬀ are encouraged to bring their own mask. Masks will be provided to
anyone who is unable to bring a mask or their mask is damaged.
Non-compliance: If a student declines to wear a face mask as required, the student will be
referred to the Director of Academic Aﬀairs or the Director of Residential Aﬀairs. If the situation
occurs in a classroom or other academic setting, it is considered a classroom management
issue, and the teacher will remind the student of the requirement and give the student a chance
to comply with it prior to referring the matter to the Director of Academic Aﬀairs or the Director
of Residential Aﬀairs. Wearing masks is crucial to preventing the spread of COVID-19 to others.
Addendum: Important Literature is often about the deepest and most diﬃcult struggles of
humans to live authentically in a complex world. Through the thoughts and experiences of
literary characters, we readers can examine and evaluate our personal responses to life’s
mysteries, complexities, disappointments, and joys. In addition, we begin to understand how a
writer, in his or her own struggle to express experience creatively, has responded to the social,
political, and artistic environment of his / her times. The English Department at the Academy
selects reading material that reflects these human struggles, has endured the test of time, and
has earned a respected place in the universe of letters. In addition, the instructors include
recently published poems, short stories, and articles that reflect the diversity of contemporary
cultures and experiences. If, because of the powerful nature of the reading experience, you are
unable to read and study a specific text with reasonable analytic objectivity, please confer with
your instructor. Alternative texts (of comparable length and degree of diﬃculty) are available.
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World Literature Schedule: Subject to change, but I will always tell you in advance.
January 4 Introduction; Guiding questions: Why do stories exist? What is literature vs. a story?
What does it mean to be mortal? What is a hero? What is an individual’s role in a
society or culture?
January 11 Gilgamesh; Reader’s Response due on Wednesday, January 13
January 18 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; if you need to know how to celebrate this
day, start here: https://www.nationalservice.gov/serve-your-community/mlk-dayservice
January 25 excerpts from Genesis; flood and creation stories from around the world; video
about Campbell’s hero;
Reader’s Response due on Wednesday, January 27
February 1 Extended Weekend; No Class, but you will still need to read Lysistrata on Project
Gutenberg, which is a longer text, for class on February 8.
No reader’s response due this week.
February 8 Aristophanes’s Lysistrata
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, February 10
February 15 Augustine’s Confessions (Norton B, pp.1221 - 1249)
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, February 17
I will pass out the midterm assignment sheets and go over them tonight.
February 22 Chaucer’s “The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale” (Norton B, pp. 2082 - 2105)
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, February 24
March 1 Midterm Project Due; You will present your papers in class.
March 7 Spring Break; NO CLASS
March 15 Shakespeare’s Hamlet Act 1 and Act 2 (book pp. 1 - 50)
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, March 17
March 22 Shakespeare’s Hamlet Act 3 - Act 5 (book pp. 51 - 122)
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, March 24
March 29 Wu Cheng-en’s Monkey (Norton Masterpiece pp. 10 - 76)
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, March 31
April 5 Extended Weekend; No Class, but you will still need to read Dostoevsky’s “Notes from
the Underground” (Norton Masterpieces pp. 1105 - 1180)
No reader’s response due this week. .
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April 12 Discuss “Notes from the Underground” and read Rilke’s poems (Norton Masterpieces
pp. 1654 - 1657)
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, April 14
April 19 Silko’s “Yellow Woman” (Norton Masterpieces pp. 2940 - 2946) and Murakami’s “TV
People” (Norton Masterpieces pp. 2951 - 2964)
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, April 21
April 26 Satrapi’s Persepolis Reader’s
Response Due on Wednesday, April 28
I will pass out the final assignment sheets and go over them tonight.
May 3 Satrapi’s Persepolis
Reader’s Response Due on Wednesday, May 5
May 10 Final Project Due; You will present your projects in class.

