Be Curious
Investigate
Be Challenged

Persist
Russian 2B/Intermediate Russian II 



Office Hours:

Spring 2024






M. W. F.:  noon – 2, 3 – 4pm
Mrs. Heather Rogers





Tuesday:  3-4 pm
Wagoner 152/285-7403




 or by appointment


e-mail:  hdrogers@bsu.edu
Course Objective:

In Russian 2B students will be expected to apply knowledge they have acquired in the previous three semesters to practical application of the language.  Emphasis will be placed on speaking, reading, writing and translation, as well as a continuation of the fundamentals of Russian grammar.  Tuesday classes will be devoted to the study of history, literature and culture or to practicing with the language by means of activities, use of the Golosa website, or preparation for the annual Russian Olympiada.  

Course Pre-requisite:
Successful completion of Russian 1A, 1B and 2A or by permission of instructor.

Required Texts:

Robin, Richard.  Голоса, Book 2, 5th Edition.  Prentice Hall, 2014.

Robin, Richard.  Student Activities Manual, 5th Edition.  

Russian/English, English/Russian dictionary 

Course Syllabus:

Неделя первая:  5ое января

   Пятница:  Welcome to second semester – policies and review

Неделя вторая:  8ое января до 12го 
   По:  Chapter 6/-“to be called” (звать/называться)

   Вт: Русские писатели и поэты
   Ср:  Dative case revisited/нужен with nouns

   Пя:  который clauses 

Неделя третья:  15ое января до 19го
   По: MLK – Выходной день
   Вт: Разговорная практика/Русская история
   Ср: Negative Constructions (ни- . . . не)  
   Пя:  -то/-нибудь (somebody, anybody) /Declension of names/Vocabulary Quiz
Неделя четвёртая:  22ое января до 26го
   По: Work with Chapter 6
   Вт: Reading Text and Russian poems/ Verb Quiz 6
   Ср: Review of Chapter 6
   Пя:  Контрольная работа 6
Неделя пятая:  29ое января до 2го февраля
   По:  Урок 7:  Проводить свободное время
   Вт:  SAM/Activity

   Ср:  Activity Verbs
   Пя:  Terms for playing sports 









Неделя шестая:  5ое февраля до 9го 
   По: Выходной день
   Вт:  Разговорная практика
   Ср:  Verbs and terms for musical instruments
   Пя:  Practice with Chapter 7
Неделя седьмая: 12ое февраля до 16го
   По:  Teaching/Learning verbs
   Вт:  Activity/History

   Ср:  Verbs governing the Instrumental Case
   Пя:  More with the Instrumental Case/Vocabulary Quiz 7 
Неделя восьмая:  19ое февраля до 23его
   По:  Passive voice/Use of свой/Verb Quiz 7
   Вт:  History/Culture


   Ср:  Review of Chapter 7 
   Пя:  Контрольная работа 7
Неделя девятая:  26ое до 1го марта
   По:  Урок 8:  Послать/отправить что, кому, куда
   Вт:  History/Activity

   Ср:  от/из/с  (Prepositions meaning “from’) 
   Пя: Review
Неделя десятая:  4ое марта до 8го
   Spring Break (Каникулы)
Неделя одиннадцатая:  11ое марта до 15го
   По: Verbs “to put”.
   Вт:  History/Activity
   Ср: весь/все/всё/ Declension 
   Пя:  Reflexive Pronoun себя/Verb Quiz 8
Неделя двенадцатая:  18ое марта до 22го
   По:  Review of Chapter 8/Vocabulary Quiz 8
   Вт: History/Olympiad preparation
   Ср: Контрольная работа 8
   Пя: Chapter 9/Как вы себя чувствуете?  (Health Terms)
Неделя тринадцатая:  25ое марта до 29го
   По:  хотеть, чтобы
   Вт:  History/Olympiad preparation
   Ср: Verbs of Asking (спросить vs попросить)
   Пя:  Страстная пятница/Review
Неделя четырнадцатая:  1ое апреля до 5го
   По: Выходной день
   Вт:  History/Activity
   Ср:
More about чтобы + past tense


   Пя: New Verbs (приносить/принести/привозить/привезти)/Vocabulary Quiz 9
Неделя пятнадцатая:  8ое апреля до 12го
   По:  Review of Chapter 9/Verb Quiz 9
   Вт:  Контрольная работа 9   
   Ср: Prepare for Olympiada
   Пя: Prepare for Olympiada
Неделя шестнадцатая:  15ое апреля до 19го
   По: Chapter 10: Holidays 
   Вт:  Holidays, Toasts and Invitations
   Ср:  Telling Time off the Hour
   Пя: Conditional/Subjunctive (Если бы)
Неделя семьнадцатая:  22ое апреля до 26го
   По: друг/друга/Wrap-up of Chapter 10
   Вт:  History/Activity/Reading Text

   Ср:  Review of Chapter 10
   Пя:  Выходной день
Неделя восемнадцатая:  29ое апреля до 3его мая
    Monday:  Review of Chapter
    Tuesday:  Контрольная работа 10
    Wednesday: Activity
    Friday:  Activity
Неделя девятнадцатая:  6ое мая до 10го мая
  Finals week 
Course Policies and Information:

Homework will be assigned regularly and is due at the beginning of class on the date as specified on Canvas.  Each completed homework assignment will be worth between 5 -10 points, depending upon the difficulty level of the assignment.  Students will receive a completion grade for homework, full points for work completed in a satisfactory manner, ½ points for sloppy, late, or substandard work, and 0 points for work that shows lack of effort or is incomplete.  Note:  Late homework means that it is 5 school days late.  Completing and submitting homework on time is a crucial component to being successful in Russian class. You will be expected to learn the new vocabulary and keep current with vocabulary from past chapters.  All handouts and assignments will be posted on Canvas.  You are expected to check Canvas after each class day to see what is due for the following class period.

Tests and Quizzes will be given for each chapter covered.  Tests will usually be worth 40 - 50 points, and not exceed 55 points,) and quizzes are worth 10 - 15 points each.  Chapter tests are indicated on the syllabus as контрольная работа, but the date of vocabulary and verb quizzes will be determined as we progress through each chapter.  Occasionally the test and quiz dates may change but advanced notice will be given in class, as well as an announcement on Canvas.

Absences will be counted at 15 minutes after the hour, a tardy at 5 minutes after the hour.

Unexcused Absence Policy:  It is the policy of the Indiana Academy that any absence from class is unexcused, except for illness, death in the family, college or school-related activities, and extenuating circumstances. When a student is absent from a class, the instructor reports the student absence to the Faculty Attendance Coordinator in the Office of Academy Affairs.  Unless the absence is excused by a school official, it is considered unexcused.  The decision as to whether an absence is excused is NOT determined by the instructor.  Although all absences, both excused and unexcused, are tracked within the Office of Academic Affairs, instructors of each class are free to use discretion with a student’s first three unexcused absences. Four or more unexcused absences in any class a student takes will lead to academic and residential consequences to be determined by the Office of Academic Affairs and the Office of Residential Life that may include detention, residential groundings, parent/principal conference, among others.

Penalty Policy for Unexcused Absences:  A student may make up all work that is missed during the first three unexcused absences.  No make-up tests or quizzes will be given for students who miss four or more classes due to an unexcused absence.  Make-up work must be completed within five school days of the absence.   Students who miss four or more classes due to an unexcused absence may submit homework for half credit, though no homework will be accepted beyond five school days of the missed class period.

Make-up Policy for Excused Absences:  All tests, quizzes, and homework may be made up from an excused absence.  Tests and quizzes must be taken within 5 school days after the excused absence, extenuating circumstances notwithstanding.  The same applies to missed homework.  Students should expect to take a different version of the test or quiz than the one given to the class during the original test date.  

Statement on AI and Academic dishonesty: The Humanities Division recognizes that artificial intelligence (AI) provides some exciting new tools for academic work. However, AI also poses significant dangers for academic integrity. Passing off as your own any research, words, or ideas which you did not create is plagiarism. That is always the case whether the source is print, internet content, or generated by AI. It is vital to read the policies your individual humanities instructors have regarding AI and ask them any questions you may have about the use of AI in their course.

The use of AI with regards to acquiring skills in one’s non-native language is counterproductive.  Students in the first three years of second (or third+) language acquisition need to learn the linguistic system of that language until it becomes intuitive.  This requires active and intentional study of grammar structures and vocabulary.  Once near-native proficiency or fluency is achieved, the use of AI could serve as an appropriate tool or labor-saving device.  Since this is an intermediate level course, the use of AI could act as an impediment to achieving the desired learning outcome, and it will therefore be considered an act of academic dishonesty. 

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be dealt with in accordance with the Academic Dishonesty policy in the Student Handbook.  The secret word is Anna Akhmatova.  Moreover, no credit will be given for material that has been plagiarized.  Use of electronic translators (ex, Google Translate, Reverso, Bing Translator, and others) or AI tools (Chatgpt, Llama, etc) constitutes an act of plagiarism; therefore, no credit will be given for work in which there is evidence that such tools were used. Online dictionaries (ex. Word Hippo, Duden.de, etc) are permissible, though hard-copy dictionaries are preferred. 

Additionally, it is not permissible to have friends (native speakers of a Slavic language), previous instructors, family members, or any other person not specifically pre-approved by the instructor, correct, edit, or otherwise alter any work that you submit for academic credit.

Other information:  This class meets four days a week (MTWF).  Attendance and participation on all four days is essential.  Tuesdays are often used for history, literature, or other elements pertaining to Russian culture but may also be set aside for reading practice, language lab activities, review or on occasion, new material.    Students will be responsible for material taught on Tuesdays as well as receive credit for presentations and qualitative discussion.  Note:  The syllabus is subject to change, but advanced notice will be given if any test/quiz dates are altered.
Office Hours:  There are ten office hours posted, but my availability is not limited to those times.  

Laptops/Electronics:  Please limit the use of electronics to only that which is pertinent to the class.  
Grading Scale:  93% - 100+   A    
 78% – 79%    C+



   90% – 92%  A-
 73% – 77%    C



   88% -  89%  B+
 70% – 72%    C-



   83% -  87%  B
 50% - 69%     D*



   80% - 82%   B-   

Your final grade will include daily homework, class participation, culture points*, quizzes, and chapter tests.  Participation the Russian Olympiada on April 13th is highly recommended.  
*Culture Points (культурные пункты):  These are activities related to Russian that students should explore outside of class.  These include but are not limited to: Russian cooking, watching a Russian (or Russian-language) TV show or movie on Netflix, Hulu, etc., reading newspaper articles involving Russian culture, politics, current events, reading a Russian short story or novel (in English translation).  Note:  Shows, movies, articles that are in and about Ukraine are also eligible for culture points.  A list of suggestions and point values will be provided for you on Canvas.  You will need 50 points total by the end of the semester.  All projects are due no later than Monday, April 29th. 
Canvas:  Please check Canvas regularly for posted assignments, announcements, reminders, and resources.  It is your responsibility to check the site in plenty of time for the next class period.  

Please plan to keep a notebook and folder for this class.  You will need to take detailed notes, as the grammar becomes more complicated. 

Final Thoughts on Learning Russian:  You are ultimately responsible for level of language and cultural proficiency that you acquire from this class. You will be taught college-level Russian 2 – whether you achieve second-year college proficiency is completely up to you.  The successful learner spends time outside of class preparing for the next lesson and going over vocabulary in order to be able to participate in activities that we will be doing in class.  

Importance of Diversity and Inclusion:

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information or to report a bias-based incident, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.

Your instructor also recognizes the importance of diversity and inclusion. As a part of the Soviet Union, the Russian Federation and former republics historically represented a variety of religious and non-white ethnic groups, including but not limited to persons of the Muslim, Christian, and Jewish faiths, as well as people who are atheists. Although the current Russian political environment is unfortunately not favorable to non-white ethnic groups, this instructor will attempt to expose the richness of a diversity of cultures that nevertheless continues to persist and thrive in the former Soviet Union. Similarly, the current Russian political climate is unfavorable to the LGBTQ community. With this in mind, this instructor intends to explore along with students how the LGBTQ community in Russia manages to exist and even thrive against the opposition of the current regime. 

Additionally, Russian language is a heavily gendered language (with gender-based inflectional endings on nouns, verbs, adjectives).  You will have the chance to choose a Russian name to use throughout your course of study, and you can choose your Russian identity (whether you prefer masculine or feminine grammatical inflectional endings).  Russian does not currently have a system of non-binary pronouns or endings, and the use of the plural pronoun or endings does not work with a singular subject.  There are several gender-neutral proper names in Russian from which to choose.  

One final word:  Your instructor hopes that you will discover the beauty and richness of this language as well as appreciate its usefulness on the world stage.  For that reason, this instructor will continue to strive for a classroom environment where everybody feels comfortable (yet academically challenged), included and valued. 

Be Curious
Investigate
Be Challenged

Persist
